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crown.' This I had from the mouth both of the soldier and gaoler.
Every day produced so great n change in officers, both civil and military, who would not comply with what the King desired of them that there was no assurance of anything. The only trial of men, especially members of both Houses of Parliament, who had plac.es and came near the King, was this—he took them aside, told them that the Test Act was made in the height of faction, not only to prejudice the Eoman Catholics, and chiefly himself, and to prevent his coining to the Crown ; but that so long as that and the penal laws against them continued, nobody was safe of that persuasion ; that it was against all municipal laws for subjects, being free born, to be denied to serve their prince, or for a prince not to make use of whom he pleased for his service. And therefore he hoped they were so loyal as not to refuse to give him votes for taking away of so unreasonable lawn, Every man that resisted the King in this was discharged of his employment.
The time for the sitting of the Parliament now drawing near, and several Parliament men not going to London, the King ordered the judges, in their several circuits, to feel their pulse in this matter; and particularly I was surprised when the judge told me privately at York that he had orders to speak to me on that subject. I asked him if he had it from his Majesty. He replied he received it in general from the King, to sound all members of Parliament, and front my Lord Chancellor as to my own particular. I then desired some time to consider of it, and the next morning returned him this answer—that since a denial of what the King asked was interpreted as an act of disloyalty, and I had so lately waited upon the King personally and given him such assurances of my loyalty, I could not believe this message was directed to me, and the. rather, because he did not name me; and I did not